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“It’s the moon! It’s the moon!” This is what a 
little boy, Mikey, was saying excitedly at the 

daycare many years ago when I was in college, 
working the evening shift. As nightfall came, 
in the baby-toddler room, children were 

settled on little mats with gentle music and 

patted backs. I was helping Mikey, a toddler, to 
settle. But the moon, shining through the high 
window, had him too excited to sleep.   Just 
recently, I was up early with my own little boy, 
Jack, who is now a toddler. We were reading a 

board book, The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Little 

hands turned the pages. Little mouth tried 
new words. I was feeling the preciousness of 
the moment, when I saw the picture of the 

moon. Suddenly, the memory of little Mikey 
came flooding back … and I began to weep for 

the dear children of America whose mothers 
are simply not there. How precious the 

children are and how much they need their 
mothers in the home. What an honor to be a 
mother in the home. Yes, it can be difficult 
from day-to-day, but we have the deep 

satisfaction of knowing that we are fulfilling 

our God given role and leading our children in 
the way everlasting.  A homeschool mother is 
twice as blessed. Prior to homeschooling, each 

year, I would have that same melancholy 
feeling. It was the cicada, the drying corn, 

falling leaves, and cooler nights that brought it 
on. It was autumn and it meant that I must 

miss my children again as they went off to 
school. That feeling doesn’t come anymore! 
Not so with the homeschooling mother. Now, I 
look forward to autumn and to the many 

enjoyable hours of reading from a delightful 
new pile of living books, short lessons 
indoors, and nature walks outdoors. Such is 
the pure joy of a Charlotte Mason education 

(pages 4-5). As we begin another year, please 
know you aren’t alone and to send your 

letters, comments, prayer requests our way.  

Renee 

 

 



3 | Old Fashioned Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 
 
 
 



4 | Old Fashioned Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Map 

 

Oldfashionededucation.org provides three things for your preschool child: (1) Booklist for 
what to teach, (2) Schedule for when to teach it, and (3) Teacher Guide for how to teach it 
with worksheets, tests, and answer key. After you gather the books and supplies (see page 
3) you may wish to have one place for everything such as a basket, drawer, or shelf near your 
kitchen table or homeschool space of choice. When the first day of preschool arrives, simply 
open the teacher guide to the first lesson, grab the resources, and enjoy learning together. 
Each lesson has three basic steps. Let’s look inside a typical preschool day. 
 

You may wish to start with morning time such as a prayer, song, and calendar. We call this 
the recitation and use Prayers for Children and a Calendar. The first formal part of the lesson 
begins with a story. Our lessons spread a feast of stories across the week with Bible Stories, 
Classic Stories, and Read Aloud picture books. Day 1 is Bible. Open Bible Stories to Read 
(Old Testament for preschool) and enjoy reading aloud the short story (great for short 
attention spans) from a living book. Next, ask the three included questions followed by a 
verse. Those three questions lay groundwork for narration later, a Charlotte Mason method. 
After the story, give your child crayons and the related coloring page in Bible Pictures to 
Color. Days with a classic story or picture book are similar. Read from A Treasury of Five-
Minute Stories and enjoy lovely art and classic tales in shortened form: Aladdin, The Little 
Red Hen, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Puss in Boots, just to name a few (over 30 tales). 
You don’t need to ask for a narration in preschool, but don’t be surprised if your child acts 
out the stories during play or retells the story to you later.  
 

The next part of the lesson is to teach the three R’s: Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic. Day 1 
is reading day. Look together with your child at A Child’s First Book of Letters, Lesson 1, “The 
Letter Aa.” Point to the letter and tell your child the name first.  “This is big A and little a.”  Say 
the name together. Next, tell your child the phonic sound. “Aa sounds like /ah/ as in Apple.”  
Emphasize and say the sound together. Finally have your child identify the letter Aa. Say, 
“Can you point to Aa in the word apple?” You may want to place a few magnetic letters on 
the fridge for the week such as A,B,C.  Throughout the week say, “Find A. What is the name? 
the sound? A word that starts with /ah/? On Day 2, your child will learn to write the letter Aa. 
On Day 3, your child will learn to a new number, shape, or color.   



5 | Old Fashioned Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Map 

 

 

The last portion of the lesson is activity time. You can follow our lesson plans or simply 
choose an enrichment of choice using suggestions on our free online preschool booklist. 
Enjoy an activity such as playing in sand or water or completing a paper craft from Animal 
Friends Reading and Craft Book and talk about a Christian character trait. On another day 
you might sing together from Sing Along Song Book with CD or listen to a selection of 
classical music. To end the lesson, practice your habit training (build 1 per month such as 
proper teeth brushing), then give your child plenty of time to run and play outdoors. 
 

Let’s take a closer look at the Charlotte Mason methods we use throughout our preschool 
year?  Here is a list with a bit more explanation of each. 

▪ SHORT LESSONS – We keep the lesson plans to about 30 minutes, 3 days per week, 
plus outdoor play and a suggested weekly nature walk.  

▪ RECITATION – Charlotte had her students recite prayers, scripture verses, poetry. 
Through the simple act of repetition, children will commit wonderful prayers and 
scriptures to memory over time. 

▪ LIVING BOOKS – Charlotte instructs us to give our children rich literature, not twaddle, 
and so our book selections focus on poetry, classic and Christian tales, and nursery 
rhymes. Charlotte always put the Bible first, and so do we. 

▪ NARRATION –Charlotte knew that when children retell a story, it is committed to 
memory, but narration was started in Form 1 (grades 1-3).  We lay the groundwork for 
narration, by asking the three questions in our bible book. 

▪ TALES – Charlotte had children read from the very best literature and warned against 
“twaddle” or dumbed down children’s books. We include Christian & classic fairy tales. 

▪ READING, WRITING, ARITHMETIC – The core subjects were always included in 
Charlotte’s schedules. We use a systematic approach, going in alphabetical order, to 
learn the names and sounds of each letter. This sets the child up for success in reading. 

▪ ENRICHMENTS – Charlotte always had a wide variety of enrichments as part of a rich 
and varied education and suggested many hands-on activities for the young child such 
as sand, water, crafts, habit training, and many free hours of play outdoors. Other 
tactile activities we include are magnetic letters and playdough for forming letters.  

▪ 3 TESTS – Charlotte tested only 3 times per year (1 per term) and so do we (optional). 
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Lesson Plans, Tests, Answer Keys 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Preschool Teacher Guide, $24 

         All Subjects | Ages 2-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kindergarten Teacher Guide, $24 

All Subjects | Age 5+ 

Bible, History, Geography 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                            +                     all grades 
 

 
Bible Stories to Read & Bible Picture to Color, $14  

Prayers for Children, $5 | Ages 2-6* 

Art, Music, Literature, More 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Animal Friends Reading & Craft Book, $3    
A Treasury of Five-Minute Stories, $15  
Nursery Rhymes Sing Along CD, $12 

Reading, Writing, Arithmetic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My First Writing Book, Level A or B, $9                 
A Child’s First Book of Letters, $9 

Counting with Numbers, $4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My First Writing Book, Level B or C, $9        

McGuffey Primer, $9 
Beginning Arithmetic Workbook 1, $9 

 
✓ Additional free books at Oldfashionededucation.org 
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Preschool | Ages 2-4 
Use for 2 years 

 
 
 
 

 
Kindergarten |Ages 5+ 
Learn to Read & Write 

 
 
 
 

                                                                   
 

 
Program 1: Christian Study | 
Grades 1-12 
Bible, History, Geography, more for the 
whole family.  
Cycle twice 

 

 
Program 2: Enrichment Study | 
Grades 1-12 
Art, Music, Literature, Foreign Language, 
CM Enrichments for the whole family. 
Cycle twice 

 

 
Program 3: Individual Study | 
Grades 1-12 
Math, Science, Language Arts, more for 
the whole family. 
Cycle twice 

 

 
Free College Program: Year 1 
(Grade 11) 

 
Teacher Guide Coming (Aligns with CLEP Testing & Modern States) 
 

Free College Program: Year 2 
(Grade 12) 

Teacher Guide Coming (Aligns with CLEP Testing & Modern States) 
 

 

One volume per year 

One volume per year 

One volume per year 

Family together program – 3 Lessons Daily 
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Preschool Weekly Schedule 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New!  Charlotte Mason’s PNEU Preschool Programme 


